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The purpose of this study was to examine the difference 
in attitudes of date rape with respect to gender and the 
prevalence of date rape on college campuses. Sixty-nine 
college students were given questionnaires asking them 
demographic information, their sexual activity and their 
attitudes of date rape. 
The theories used in this study were sex-role 
socialization and the feminist theory. The major findings 
in this study suggest that there is a significant difference 
between males and females and their attitude toward date 
rape. The attitudes that demonstrated the most significant 
statistical differences are: 1) Any female can get raped; 
2) One reason that women falsely report rapes is that they 
frequently have a need to call attention to themselves; and, 
3) Many women unconsciously set up a situation in which they 
are likely to be attacked. From this study one can conclude 
that the college students tested hold similar beliefs about 
date rape as found within the recent literature. 
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In the past few years our society has been provided 
with the coverage of the William Kennedy Smith and Mike 
Tyson rape trials. This coverage has increased the public's 
awareness regarding date or acquaintance rape. It has also 
dispelled the myth that date rape is only prevalent within 
lower socioeconomic levels and racial minority groups. Date 
rape and other forms of sexual aggression in dating 
situations are more common and more serious than it is often 
realized. 
More people are beginning to understand that it is not 
always the results of promiscuous or other inappropriate 
behavior on the part of the victim. It is more so the 
result of perpetrators having an incorrect view of the world 
as well as a more complicated psychological problem. But 
its steady increase is the direct result of very lenient 
rules if any. This is partially due to not having a 
universal definition of date rape. As seen in the following 
scenario, sometimes even the victim is confused about what 
has taken place during a sexual encouter. 
During her fourth week at college, Melanie was 
asked out on a date by Kurt, a junior who was on the 
football team. Kurt was one of the most popular and 
eligible men on campus. Melanie couldn't believe that 
Kurt would look at her, much less ask her for a date. 
They were lab partners in biology class and seemed to 
get along well when they worked together. 
Kurt asked Melanie to a party after the first home 
football game. The party was wild, with lots of beer, 
loud music, roughhousing and dancing. It was held at a 
1 
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house where many of the football players lived. 
Melanie and Kurt danced together between beers, and 
Melanie's seductive dancing drew stares of admiration 
from most of the men. She did not notice this since 
she was rapidly becoming drunk. At one point, there 
was a beer fight during which everyone got wet to some 
degree, but Melanie and Kurt were drenched. Melanie 
was uncomfortable in her wet and smelly clothes. She 
told Kurt that she had to go home and change. She was 
also a little uncomfortable with Kurt kissing and 
fondling her in front of all his friends. She excused 
his behavior on the grounds that he was drunk and did 
not know what he was doing. She liked kissing him, but 
not in front of his friends. 
Kurt begged her to stay and said she could put on 
some of his clothes. He had a football jersey that was 
so large it would fit Melanie like a dress. He told 
her there was a bathroom upstairs where she could 
get cleaned up and she could lock the door. It 
sounded like a good plan and she really did not want 
to leave. She was having a good time and she was 
worried Kurt would take up with one of the other young 
women at the party, which might blow her chances to 
date him again. 
After she had changed, she went to Kurt's room to 
put her wet clothes there until she was ready to leave. 
Kurt came in before she left the room. While sitting 
on the bed, he told her that she looked really foxy in 
that jersey and that she had nice legs. He then walked 
over to her and kissed her. She protested by stating 
that she thought they should go back downstairs and get 
more beer. Kurt produced a full pitcher of beer and 
poured her a glass. Melanie was feeling uneasy, but 
she did not know how to get Kurt downstairs without 
sounding like a prude. 
Kurt pulled the jersey up and tried to fondle and 
kiss Melanie's breast. She was feeling good but she 
didn't feel they should be doing anything more than 
kissing on the first date. She was afraid that Kurt 
would not want to stop if they went any further. She 
decided and informed Kurt they could touch above the 
waist but nothing more, so they continued that for a 
while. When Kurt started to remove her panties she 
protested vigorously and said that she "didn't want to 
at that time." Kurt got angry and called her a tease. 
He said he knew she wanted it by the way she danced 
downstairs and responded to his earlier advances. 
3 
Kurt who weighted 250 pounds, got on top of 
Melanie who weighed 110 pounds and forced her to have 
sexual intercourse until he rolled over about half an 
hour later. She got up and put on her wet clothes and 
went home.1 
Would you consider this rape? In assessing the 
situation many people would perceive this as sex, but not 
rape, maybe even Melanie. Our perception of date rape is 
and has been based on the way in which we were socialized. 
Traditional societal patterns give males the responsibility 
of asking for a date and initiating sexual encounters. 
Women are expected to control sexual activity, "keep her 
wits about her at all times if she is to control the sexual 
situation and she is expected to cooperate socially and make 
sure her date is having fun."2 If we based this ideology on 
the story above, Melanie would be considered at fault. 
Historically, sexual assault is not a new problem. 
Kirkpatrick and Kanin's study found that more than half the 
college women in the study had been sexually violated within 
the past year.3 Ten years later Kanin reported that 25% of 
male college students as having been sexually aggressive 
3A. Parrot Acquaintance Rape The Hidden Crime (New 
York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1991), 1. 
2Ibid. 
3C. Kirkpatrick and E.J. Kanin "Male Sex Aggression On 
A University Campus," American Sociological Review 22, 
(1957): 56. 
4 
since the beginning of college.4 
The term acguaintance rape implies a rape which occurs 
between two acguaintances as defined in Webster's 
Dictionary: "A person whom one knows but who is not a 
particularly close friend."5 The term date rape implies a 
rape which occurs between two people during a dating 
relationship.6 
Through the years there has been a discrepancy in the 
literature regarding the prevalence of stranger rape versus 
date rape. Coller and Resick found that five percent of 
their subjects to have experienced date rape.7 However, 
Rabkin found that 50% of rapes occur between acguaintances. 
These discrepancies may largely be attributed to the fact 
that most victims of date rape, such as Melanie, can not 
define the experience or are too ashamed, because of their 
4E.J. Kanin "An Examination of Sexual Aggression As A 
Response To Sexual Frustration", Journal of Marriage and 
the Family. 29, 1967, 430. 
5Webster's New World Dictionary 3rd. ed. (1991), 
Cleveland New York. 
6S.K. Ward, K. Chapman, E. Cohn, S. White, & K. 
Williams, " Acguaintance Rape And The College Social Scene", 
Family Relations. 40, (1986), 69. 
7Sarah A. Coller, and Patricia A. Resick "Women's 
Attributions Of Responsibility For Date Rape: The Influence 
Of Empathy And Sex-Role Stereotyping", Violence and Victims 
2, no. 2 (1987): 122. 
8J. Rabkin "The Epidemiology Of Forcible Rape", 
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry 49, no. 4 (1979): 638. 
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socialization to admit that they were in fact raped.9 In 
these studies and many other studies, college students have 
traditionally been the primary focus. For the most part, 
college students are within the age range of most rape 
victims. The highest rate of victimization for rape is 16- 
19 years old, occurring in 3.9% per 1000 reported cases. 
The next highest age bracket is 20-24 years old occurring in 
2.5% per 1000 reported cases.10 Other reasons include their 
accessibility and willingness to participate in studies on 
date rape and recognition of their vulnerability because 
many are at the height of dating and therefore at greater 
risk of becoming a date rape victim.11 Using college 
students, this study will look at the prevalence and the 
attitudes of date rape on college campuses. 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Date rape is a complex and growing problem for society 
today. This problem is not confined to any particular 
population. Date rape is very prevalent with college age 
students. For at this time they are at the zenith of their 
dating life. 
9S.K. Ware, K. Chapman, E. Cohn, S. White & K. 
Williams, "Acquaintance Rape And The College Social Scene", 
Family Relations. 40, 1986, 69. 
10Bureau Of Justice Statistics, 1984. Criminal 
Victimization In The Unites States. 1982. Washington, DC: 
US Department Of Justice. 
UL. Bechhofer & A. Parrot Acquaintance Rape The 
Hidden Crime. (New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1991), 
13. 
6 
There are many problems defining the term date rape and 
when identifying a sexual act as rape. There are common 
beliefs that when a women says "no" she means "yes" and 
their protests toward sex is not taken seriously. This 
belief is based on the sexual scripts which society has 
placed on women and men.12 
This study will seek to examine the following 
questions : 
1. How prevalent is date rape on college campuses? 
2. Is there a relationship between gender and 
attitude towards date rape? 
PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 
The number of women being raped while on dates on 
college campuses is rapidly growing. Social workers need to 
be aware of and recognize the existence of date rape. Also, 
social workers need to be able to help the rape victim with 
their feelings of powerlessness. Women always need to be 
supported for their coping and survival skills and not be 
blamed for their victimization. 
This study will attempt to demonstrate to the social 
work profession the prevalence of date rape on a college 
campus and the attitudes of students on that campus towards 
date rape. 
12Charlene L. Muhlenhard and Lisa C. Hollabaugh "Do 
Women Sometimes Say NO When They Mean Yes? The Prevalence 
And Correlates Of Women's Token Resistance To Sex," Journal 
of Personality and Social Psychology 54, no. 5 (1988): 872. 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Prevalence 
Minimal data in the literature is available on the 
prevalence of date rape. There are difficulties encountered 
in the use of national crime rates in estimating the number 
of the occurrences of date rape. Typically, prevalence data 
are derived from agency statistics, police reports, 
responses to surveys and questionnaires. However, central 
to filing a report or responding favorably to a 
questionnaire is the acknowledgement that one has been 
victimized. Because many victims have not been able to 
define the experience as a rape, we are not getting an 
accurate account of the prevalence of date rape. 
Within the literature, the existence of date rape was 
acknowledged beginning in 1957. At that time, Eugene Kanin 
documented that thirty percent of the women he sampled had 
been victims of sexual aggression within courtship 
relationships.1 Rabkin estimates that nearly 50% of all 
rape victims know their rapists.2 Wilson and Durrenger 
found that of 447 college females studied, 15% had been 
XE. Kanin "Male Aggression In Dating-Courtship 
Relations", American Journal of Sociology. 63, 1957, 201. 
2J. Rabkin "The Epidemiology of Forcible Rape" 
American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. 49, no. 4 (1979): 642. 
7 
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raped and 18% had experienced attempted rape by a date.3 In 
a 1984 study, Russell reported that 44% of a randomly 
selected sample of 930 college women had been subjected to 
rape or an attempted rape.4 By far, the most likely offender 
was a date at 12% of the cases or an acquaintance at 14% of 
the cases. Also, in the same study more women reported 
being raped by dates and boyfriends than by strangers, but 
that stranger rape is reported to authorities more often. 
In the same year, Rapoport and Burkhart reported that 15% of 
a sample of college men acknowledged that they obtained 
sexual intercourse against their date's will.5 
Koss and colleagues found that 13% of college students 
revealed a victimization experience that involved sexual 
intercourse against their consent obtained through use of 
actual force or threat of force; 4.6% of male college 
students admitted perpetrating an act of sexual aggression 
that met the legal definitions of rape.6 Yedigis' report 
3W. Wilson and R. Durrenberger "Comparison Of Rape And 
Attempted Rape Victims", Psychological Reports 50, (1982): 
198. 
4D.E. Russell Sexual Exploitation (Beverly Hills, CA: 
Sage, 1984 ) , 6. 
5Karen Rapoport & Barry R. Burkhart " Personality And 
Attitudinal Characteristics Of Sexually Coercive College 
Males", Journal of Abnormal Psychology 93, no. 2 (1984): 
218. 
6M.P. Koss & C.J. Oros : Sexual Experiences Survey: A 
Research Instrument Investigating Sexual Aggression And 
Victimization", Journal of Consulting & Clinical Psychology 
50, no. 3 (1982): 456. 
9 
estimated that 22% of her subjects had been victims of 
sexual assault. Her study revealed that the most common use 
of force in date rape were verbal persuasion and physical 
intimidation or roughness. In 1988, Koss found from a 
survey, that 84% of the rape victims knew the men who 
attacked them; that 57% of the assaults happened on dates.7 
Warshaw found that 90% of the women knew their attackers; 
47% were raped on first dates or by a romantic acquaintance. 
However, more than 90% of these women did not report the 
rape.8 
The risk of rape varies with location. In instances of 
date rape, victimization sites are typically the 
perpetrator's home, car or an isolated area.9 Men might 
interpret a women's willingness to go to certain places as a 
signal that she is interested in sex.10 Muehlenhard and 
Linton found that the location or dating activity most 
7M.P. Koss "Hidden Rape: Sexual Aggression And 
Victimization In A National Sample Of Students In Higher 
Education" In A.W. Burgess (Ed.), Sexual Assault. Vol II. 
(1988) p.21. 
8R. Warshaw I Never Called It Rape: The Ms. Report On 
Recognizing. Fighting. And Surviving Date And Acquaintance 
Rape. New York: Harper & Row, 1988). 16. 
9A. Amick & K. Calhoun "Resistance To Sexual 
Aggression: Personality, Attitudinal, And Situational 
Factors", Archives of Sexual Behavior 16, (1987): 164. 
10K. Weis & S.S. Borges "Victimology And Rape: The 
Case Of The Legitimate Victim", Issues in Criminology 8, 
(1973): 113. 
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strongly associated with date rape was parking.11 Parking 
combines privacy with a probability that the man will 
overestimate the woman's expectations about sex. They also 
found date rape occurred frequently in off-campus 
apartments, which also combined privacy with 
miscommunication. When incidents occurred in a man's 
apartment, issues of control were prevalent. Pearson 
suggested that the establishment of individual territories 
may lead to greater feelings of personal control.12 Thus, 
the man feels that if she came to his apartment then she 
came to do as he pleases or at least willing to engage in 
sexual activities. 
The above figures refer to a wide range of experiences 
which signify the threat of an important social problem 
emerging on college campuses. College campuses have 
traditionally responded to the problem by increasing the 
lighting around the campus, hiring additional security 
officers, providing escort services, offering seminars on 
rape prevention and offering social support services that 
deal with prevention this has been effective on college 
campuses. 
“Charlene L. Muehlenhard and M.A. Linton "Date Rape 
And Sexual Aggression In Dating Situations: Incidence And 
Risk Factors", Journal of Counseling Psychology 34, (1987): 
192. 
12J.C. Pearson Gender and Communication (Dubuque, IA: 
Wm. C. Brown, 1985), 20. 
11 
Reporting 
The problem of underreporting rape, which is known to 
reduce the statistical incidence of date rape is especially 
problematic with sexual assault by acquaintances13. Koss 
found that the most unreported cases of sexual assault were 
in instances where the perpetrator was a friend. Koss in a 
follow-up effort to assess the prevalence and reporting of 
date rape studied 6,159 college women from 32 institutions. 
She and her colleagues reported that only 58% of date rape 
victims told anyone of the incident and only 5% reported the 
incident to police.14 
Why do women fail to report date rape? Researchers have 
posed several answers. For example there are some risks and 
consequences that women face in reporting rape, such as; 
feelings of guilt; fear of being blamed; fear because the 
woman cannot often define the experience as rape; fear 
because the use of drugs or alcohol precipitated the rape; 
communication problems between the man and woman over what 
is going on between them and the feeling that she will not 
13E.J. Kanin "Date Rapist: Differential Sexual 
Socialization And Relative Deprivation", Archives of Sexual 
Behavior 14, no. 3 (1985): 222. 
14M.P. Koss, C.J. Gidycz & N. Wisniewski "The Scope Of 
Rape: Incidence And Prevalence Of Sexual Aggression And 
Victimization In A National Sample Of Higher Education 
Students", Journal of Consulting and Clinical Psychology 
55, (1987): 165. 
12 
be taken seriously15. Also, women fail to report date rape 
because they feel nothing can or will be done to resolve the 
matter.16 Her fears may be well founded. In a study of 
jurors' attitudes, prior association between the victim and 
the defendant, which would make identification more 
credible, had the opposite result disposing the jurors to be 
more favorable towards the defendant. 
Another reason for the failure to report date rape is 
that in our language surrounding dating we imply a 
relationship being built upon friendship, satisfaction, 
mutual cooperation and the like. Our perception of rape on 
the other hand involves issues of force, violation and 
pain17. Thus, if a man and woman are in a dating situation 
it is hard for society to consider rape as a possible 
outcome of the relationship18. 
15C.L. Muehlenhard & J.S. McNaughton "Women's Beliefs 
About Women Who "Lead Men On", Journal of Social and 
Clinical Psychology 7, (1988): 72. 
16S.K. Ward, K. Chapman, E. Cohn, S. White, & K. 
Williams, "Acquaintance Rape And The College Social Scene", 
Family Relations 40, (1986): 69. 
17L. Bechhofer & A. Parrot Acquaintance Rape The 
Hidden Crime (New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1991), 18. 
18R. Warshaw & A. Parrot "The Contributions Of Sex Role 
Socialization To Acquaintance Rape" In Parrot & Bechhofer 
(Ed.), Acquaintance Rape: The Hidden Crime (New York: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1991), 26. 
13 
Characteristics of the victim 
Kanin was the first to investigate the characteristics 
of the victims of date rape.19 Kanin studied a number of 
demographic and situational variables to determine those 
that differentiated between raped and nonvictimized 
undergraduate females. Dating frequency, number of 
different men dated, and church attendance did not 
significantly differentiate between a woman who was raped 
versus one who was not. 
Certain characteristics of the woman's families did 
appear to have some relevance; for example, having an older 
brother and having parents who warned their daughters about 
male sexual aggression, were found to be more characteristic 
of women who had not been raped. Researchers have suggested 
that socialization trains women to be victims of rape and 
that women who adopt traditional gender-role norms are at 
greater risk of becoming victims.20 Mushlenhard and Linton 
found that women who had experienced sexual aggression on 
dates were less traditional than women who had not 
experienced sexual aggression.21 Koss and Dinero found that 
19E. Kanin "Male Aggression In Dating-Courtship 
Relations", American Journal of Sociology 63, (1957): 200. 
2°Susan Brownmiller Against Our Mill (New York: Simon 
& Schuster, 1975), 75. 
21Charlene L. Muehlenhard and M.A. Linton "Date Rape 
And Sexual Aggression In Dating Situations: Incidence And 
Risk Factors", Journal of Counseling Psychology 34, (1987): 
187 . 
14 
victimized women were not significantly different from non- 
victimized women on measures of tradition.22 Bart and 
O'Brien found that women who used traditional femine forms 
of resistance such as pleading and crying were more likely 
to be raped than women who used more physical forms of 
resistance.23 
Psychologically, after the rape, how does the victim 
look? Symptoms of fear and anxiety predominate in the 
immediate post rape clinical picture.24 Veronen and 
Kilpatrick found that 80% of their sample experienced a 
strong fear reaction.25 Approximately 90% or more of all 
rape victims fear being alone, going out alone, or sleeping 
alone.26 McCahill, Meyer, and Fischman suggests that all 
victims experience some level of personal dysfunctioning, 
guilt, and depression.27 
22M.P. Koss, T.E. Dinero, & C.A. Siebel "Stranger And 
Acquaintance Rape", Psychology of Women Quarterly 12, 
(1988): 17. 
23P.B. Bart & P.H. O'Brien Stopping Rape: Successful 
Survival Strategies (New York: Pergamon Press, 1985), 38. 
24M.P. Koss & M. Harvey The Rape Victim: Clinical And 
Community Approach To Treatment (Lexington, MA: Stephen 
Green Press, 1987), 39. 
25L.J. Veronen and D.G. Kilpatrick "Stress Management 
For Rape Victims" In D. Meichenbaum and M. E. Haremko 
(Eds.) Stress Reduction and Prevention (New York: Plenum, 
1980), 373. 
26Ibid. 
27T.W. McCahill, L.C. Meyer, & A.M. Fischman The 




Kanin studied 341 college men and found that: "the 
sexually aggressive male, in contrast to his nonaggressive 
counterpart, has not only had considerably more sexual 
experience but is persistently seeking new sexual 
involvements and utilizing more surreptitious techniques 
with greater frequency in order to obtain sexual 
activity".28 Despite their greater sexual experience, 
sexually aggressive males were more dissatisfied with their 
sexual activity. 
The studies on the characteristics of rapists support 
the notion that rapists exhibit personality abnormalities 
that distinguish them from other types of offenders and 
presumably from the population at large. Support for this 
individual pathology model of rape is found in research 
aimed at the identification of a group of behaviors or 
personality traits underlying associated with rape. Rapists 
have been found to have a need to intimidate, dominate, and 
control their victims in order to achieve personal mastery 
through sexual coercion.29 Thus, they choose victims who 
are weak, not assertive, and unable to take care of 
themselves. Sexually coercive males tend to act impulsive, 
28E.J. Kanin "An Examination Of Sexual Aggression As A 
Response To Sexual Frustration", Journal of Marriage and 
the Family 29, (1967): 429. 
29N. Groth Men Who Rape: The Psychology Of The 
Offender. (New York: Plenum Press, 1979), 34. 
16 
irresponsible, and at times aggressive.30 
Theoretical Framework 
Sex-role socialization appears in the literature often 
as the reason for date rape. The socialization of children 
starts at birth. For example, pink clothing for girls to 
represent sugar and spice and everything nice. Further 
along they learn from fairy tales to await rescuing from 
their prince. Blue clothing is for boys. Boys learn that 
they are the princes, must fight for what they want and keep 
their clubs up.31 This type of sex role socialization 
received by children is later played out in adult life in 
ways that may cause pain and suffering and that often 
affects the rest of a person's life. 
Research has pointed out the connection between gender 
roles and sexual learning that affirms male dominance in 
dating relationship32. Our sexual double standard often 
leads to the thinking that a man involved in a date rape was 
only acting out what he should do as a man, while a woman 
either led him on, really did want sex but would not admit 
3°K. Rapaport and B. Burkhart "Personality And 
Attitudinal Characteristics Of Sexually Coercive College 
Males", Journal of Abnormal Psychology 93, (1984): 219. 
31R. Warshaw & A. Parrot "The Contributions Of Sex Role 
Socialization To Acquaintance Rape. In Parrot & Bechhofer 
(Ed.), Acquaintance Rape: The Hidden Crime. (New York: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1991) 49. 
32J.S. Bridges & C.A. McGrail "Attributions Of 
Responsibility For Date And Stranger Rape", Sex Roles 21, 
no. 3/4 (1989): 276. 
17 
it, or caused him to rape her because of her mode of dress 
or behavior.33 Giacopassi and Dull found that the attitudes 
in relation to sex, dating and date rape were strongly 
related to gender, with males significantly more likely to 
hold beliefs condoning aggressive sexual behavior. 
Responsibility is a complicated issue. Sometimes the 
use of drugs or alcohol are seen by both men and women as 
influencing the outcome of a date and women have reported 
that a date tried to get them intoxicated or high.34 
Bridges and McGrail reported that college students 
participating in their research felt it continues to be the 
female role to set the limits. Her failure to exercise 
adequate control can lead to a date rape.35 Among high 
school students, 17% of the girls and 395 of the boys said 
that it is acceptable for a boy to take advantage of a girl 
if she is intoxicated.36 Assuming that these individuals 
are college bound, it is feasible to think that date rape 
33C.L. Muehlenhard & J.S. McNaughton "Women's Beliefs 
About Women Who "Lead Men On", Journal of Social and 
Clinical Psychology 7, (1988): 69. 
34A. Abbey "Misperceptions Of Friendly Behavior As 
Sexual Interest: A Survey Of Naturally Occurring 
Incidents", Psychology of Women Quarterly 11, (1987): 174. 
35J.S. Bridges & C.A. McGrail "Attributions Of 
Responsibility For Date And Stranger Rape", Sex Roles 21, 
no. 3/4 (1989): 276. 
36R. Giarusso, J. Goodchilds, P. Johnson, & G. Zellman 
"Adolescents' Cues And Signals: Sex And Assault", In P. 
Johnson, Acquaintance Rape and Adolescent Sexuality (San 
Diego: Western Psychological Association, 1984, April), 
168. 
18 
will continue to happen on college campuses. Even if they 
are not college bound, these attitudes reflect the fact that 
date rape will probably continue to occur because of 
socialization. 
Feminist theory also points to the correlation of sex- 
role socialization but goes even further and suggests that 
our culture condones and even encourages rape. Our process 
of socialization casts children into molds from which they 
act.37 As they grow older they act out of this 
socialization in dating relationships. In the dating 
situation the use of coercion in sexual interaction can then 
be viewed as conventional and expected. 
Cultural Perspective 
The results from several studies demonstrated that rape 
most often occurred in cultures where the belief system 
promotes an ideology of male dominance filled with 
intergroup and interpersonal violence.38 In looking at 
black and white differences, three studies found higher 
rates of dating violence among blacks.39 One study found no 
black-white differences.40 And one study reported a higher 
37L. Bechhofer & A. Parrot Acquaintance Rape The Hidden 
Crime (New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1991), 46 
38C.L. Muehlenhard "Misinterpreted Dating Behavior And 
The Risk Of Date Rape", Journal of Social and Clinical 
Psychology 6, (1991): 33. 
39J. Makepeace "Courtship Violence Among College 
Students", Family Relations 30 (1981): 99. 
4°Ibid. 
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rate of dating violence among whites.41 Asians report lower 
levels of involvement in acquaintance rape and reported 
Hispanic rates are generally higher than rates across these 
samples. 
Mills and Granoff researched the students at the 
University of Hawaii-Manoa.42 The purposes of their study 
was to document the prevalence of date rape and attempt to 
draw a correlation between reported victimization and 
ethnicity. Their subjects were Caucasians, Hawaiians, 
Japanese, Filipinos, African Americans and Asians. The 
findings related to ethnicity were as follows: Although 
victimizations were highest among Caucasian and Japanese 
women, Native Hawaiians and Asians reported having been 
victimized. Two of the native Hawaiian women reported being 
rape, four reported attempted rapes, one Asian reported 
being raped and three Asians reported attempted rapes. The 
Chinese and Filipino women did not report having been raped. 
These results were then used to demonstrate the need to 
develop an educational program at the University of Hawaii. 
The question of racial difference regarding perception 
of rape has also received some attention. Giacopassi and 
Dull in a study assessing rape myth and how the belief in 
41K. Lane and P. Gwartney-Gibbs "Resistance To Sexual 
Aggression: Personality, Attitudinal, And Situational 
Factors", Archives of Sexual Behavior 16, (1985): 158. 
42C. Mills & B. Granoff, "Date And Acquaintance Rape 
Among A Sample Of College Students", Social Work 37, no. 6 
(1992): 507. 
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them influences rape, found that both race and gender are 
influential in helping shape respondents attitudes. In 
comparing black males and females and white males and 
females, it appears that black males are much more defensive 
in their attitudes.43 Black males were more likely than 
white males to believe females can not be forced to have sex 
against their will and that females often falsely accuse 
males of rape. Black males may appear more defensive in 
their attitudes because history has stereotyped them as the 
typical rapist. Black females were found also to believe as 
black males. For black females it is uncertain if their 
attitudes are deflecting blame from their race or if they 
see black women as "acting out of culture" if they blame a 
male counterpart for rape. Fischer studied Hispanics and 
other minorities and found that Hispanics had less rejecting 
attitudes toward forcible date rape. 
The family as a contributor to violence in dating 
relationships has been examined. Empirical evidence is very 
meager in regards to the question "Do people who are 
involved in dating violence have particular family histories 
that set them apart from the nonviolent?" Those who have 
experienced dating violence are more likely to have been 
raised up in homes marked by divorce or separation and 
periods of parental absence of either the father or 
43D. Giacopassi & R.T. Dull "Gender And Racial 
Differences In The Acceptance Of Rape Myths Within A College 
Population", Sex Roles 15, nos. 1-2 (1986): 37. 
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mother.44 Studies have examined the relationship between 
experiencing violence as a child and using violence in the 
dating relationships.45 There is some evidence suggesting a 
link between experiencing violence as a child and 
experiencing violence in the context of dating.46 
Religion has been explored as a possible correlation to 
date rape. While no religious affiliation differences have 
been found there is evidence of effects due to religious 
participation.47 Makepeace reported that persons who rarely 
or never attend religious services are twice as likely as 
frequent attendees to report involvement in dating 
violence.48 
The question of gender differences regarding what 
constitutes a date rape and who is to blame has received 
some attention in the literature. Consistent with their 
socialization men are reported to perceive more sexual 
44K. Wilson, R. Faison, & G.M. Britton "Cultural 
Aspects Of Male Sex Aggression", Deviant Behavior 4, 
(1983): 243. 
45M. Burt "Cultural Myths And Supports For Rape", 
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 38, (1983): 
228. 
46Ibid. 
47J. Makepeace "Dating, Living Together, And Courtship 
Violence", In M. Pirog-Good and J. Stets (Eds.), Violence In 
Dating Relationships (New York: Praeger, 1989) 96. 
48Ibid. 
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intent in social situations then women.49 In the study of 
Bridges and McGrail, they looked at who is to blame for date 
and stranger rape.50 This study involved 122 females and 62 
males college summer school students. From this study they 
concluded that students believed that the male misunderstood 
the female's behavior and desires. This lack of 
understanding often leads to a rape. Koss and Oros also 
reported on male and female misconceptions.51 Seventy-five 
percent of the college women and 53% of college men reported 
that at least in one situation, there was a misunderstanding 
with a member of the opposite sex about the level of sexual 
intimacy desired. Unfortunately, the stereotype continues 
to exist that women find sex enjoyable, aggressive men 
arouse them and sex is a logical conclusion.52 
49A. Abbey "Sex Differences In Attributions For 
Friendly Behavior: Do Males Misperceive Female's 
Friendliness?" Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 
42, (1982): 832. 
5°J.S. Bridges, & C.A. McGrail "Attributions Of 
Responsibility For Date And Stranger Rape", Sex Roles 21, 
nos. 3-4, (1989): 274. 
51M.P. Koss & C.J. Oros "Sexual Experiences Survey: A 
Research Instrument Investigating Sexual Aggression And 
Victimization", Journal of Consulting & Clinical Psychology 
50, no. 3, (1982): 456. 
52Martha R. Burt "Cultural Myths And Supports For 
Rape", Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 38, no. 
2, (1980): 124. 
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Implications for Social Work Practice 
The review of the literature indicates several 
implications for social work practice. The incidence of 
date rape has too often been mislabeled and normalized by 
the victim, perpetrator and society. Therefore the first 
task of social workers is to recognize the existence of date 
rape.53 
Social workers working with women who have experienced 
rape, need to recognize the stigma assigned to victims and 
the way in which stigmatization further exacerbates feelings 
of powerlessness. Women always need to be supported for 
their coping and survival, not blamed for their 
victimization. Clinicians can also help women increase 
their personal power by helping them identify factors over 
which they have control.54 
Social workers must advocate for educational programs 
that will prevent date rape. Educational programs would 
appear to have the potential to reduce date rape. Social 
workers must also advocate for sex education programs that 
begin in ninth grade. In additional to covering 
53Libby Bergman "Dating Violence Among High School 
Students", Social Work 37, no. 1 (1992): 26. 
54C.L. Muehlenhard "Misinterpreted Dating Behavior And 
The Risk Of Date Rape", Journal of Social and Clinical 
Psychology 6, (1991): 33. 
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reproduction and general sexual topics. The curriculum 
should cover communication styles between males and females, 
rape myths, expectations of the opposite sex and other 
issues related to date rape. 
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DEFINITION OF TERMS 
Acquaintance - a person whom one knows but who is not a 
particularly close friend. 
Date - to have a social engagements with persons of the 
opposite sex at a set time. 
Date rape - a rape which occurs between two people during 
a dating relationship. 
Offender - someone who breaks a law or commits a crime. 
Rape - a crime of having sexual intercourse, usually 
forcibly, with a person who has not consented. 
Resistance - to withstand, oppose, refuse to cooperate with. 
Stranger rape - a rape which occurs between two people who 
do not know each other. 




This study was a casual comparative design to test 
whether there was any significant difference between gender 
(independent variable) and their attitudes towards rape and 
acquaintance rape (dependent variable) among college student 
in Alabama and Georgia. This design enables the researcher 
to make casual inferences and comparisons. A casual- 
comparative design attempts to identify the cause and effect 
of a relationship. 
Population/Sampling 
The highest rate of victimization for rape is 16-19 
years old, occurring in 3.9% per 1000 reported cases.1 The 
next highest age bracket is 20-24 years old occurring in 
2.5% per 1000 reported cases.2 For this study, college 
students were used because they most commonly fall in the 
age brackets mention above. The students were taken from 
two different schools. Fourteen of the students were from 
Kennesaw State College. Kennesaw State College is a 
predominately white institution in Marietta, Georgia. The 
questionnaire was handed out to the students the day after 
'Bureau of Justice Statistics, 1984, Criminal 
Victimization in the United States. 1982. Washington, DC: 




one of their classmates had been raped on campus. Fifty- 
five of the students were from Alabama State University. 
Alabama State University is a predominately black university 
located in Montgomery, Alabama. The questionnaire was 
distributed during an English class, History class, African- 
American Humanities Studies class and Math classes. 
In March of 1994, the researcher contacted the 
professors at the two different school. After explaining 
the purpose and reason for the study, professors granted 
permission to pass out the questionnaires to the students. 
Respondents consisted of 28 males and 41 females. The 
researcher enlisted one student from each school to help 
administer the questionnaires to their classmates. 
The Instrument 
The questionnaire consisted of three sections. Section 
one was demographic information, 16 questions that surveyed 
the respondents socioeconomic and religious level. This 
section was the same for both genders. Section two of the 
questionnaire was information regarding sexual activity and 
whether or not the respondent had been involved in a rape. 
The last section deal with the respondents attitudes towards 
rape. 
Data Analysis 
A T-Test was used in this study to test the difference 
between the two groups consisting of females and males. In 
this case the T-Test enabled the researcher to see a 
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relationship between gender and attitudes towards rape. In 
addition to the T-Test analyses, the demographic information 
of the respondent was tested. 
The SPSSX Batch system was employed to determine the 
freguency distribution and T-test to demonstrate the 
results. Each variable will be expressed in numerical form. 
All scores were calculated from groups one and two and 
the mean scores were noted. The T-ratio test was used to 
test the significance of the mean score and the degree of 
correlation among sets of scores. The level of confidence 







1.4% under 18 
34.8% 18-19 
37.7% 20-21 







78.3% African American 
1.4% Asian American 
1.4% Native American 
18.8% White 
Mean: 1.725 Std. Dev.: 
4. Mother's level of education 
42.0% High School/GED 
4.3% Vocational Certificate 
14.5% Associate Degree 
29.0% College Degree (4-years) 
10.1% Grad/Professional School 
Mean: 2.609 Std. Dev.: 
4. Father's level of education 
40.6% High School/GED 
10.1% Vocational Certificate 
8.7% Associate Degree 
24.6% College Degree (4-years) 
11.6% Grad/Professional School 
4.3% Unknown 
Mean: 2.545 Std. Dev.: 
Std. Dev.: .814 










65.2% Both biological parents 
1.4% Father and Stepmother 
17.4% Mother and Stepfather 
2.9% Biological Father only 
11.6% Biological Mother only 
1.4% Other (Grandmother) 
Mean: 1.986 
Parent' s annual income: 







I grew up in a(n): 
36.2% Urban area/inner City 
44.9% Suburban Area 










Which of the following best descr 
academic/employment status? 
44.9% Full-time student 
43.5% Full-time student and part 
7.2% Full-time student and full' 
1.4% Part-time student 
1.4% Part-time student and full- 
1.4% Part-time student and part 
Mean: 1.776 
Std. Dev. 1.500 
Std. Dev.: .949 
Std. Dev. . 845 
Std. Dev.: .889 
Std. Dev.: ,951 
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11. Which of the following best describes your current 
dating status? 
14.5% Not dating 
33.3% Casually dating 
40.6% Dating one person 
5.8% Engaged 
5.8% Married 
Mean: 2.551 Std. Dev.: 1.008 
12. On your first date do you usually 
30.4% Pay all 
23.2% Go dutch 
46.4% Expect the other person to pay all 




Female Respondents Reported Sexual Activity 
1. Have you ever been raped or sexually assaulted? 
17.1% Yes 
82.9% No 
Mean: 1.829 Std. Dev.: .381 




Mean: 1.683 Std. Dev.: .471 




Mean: 1.854 Std. Dev.: .358 
If so, how long had you been dating before this 
occurred? 
2% - 1 year 
2% - 2 years 
2% - 1 month 
5% - 2 months 
2% - 3 months 
2% - 4 months 
2% - 6 months 
Had you had sex before this occurance? 
15% Yes 
5% No 
Did you prosecute? 
21 Yes 
4. Has anyone ever touched you sexually or forced you to 
touch them sexually against your will? 
29.3% Yes 
70.7% No 
Mean: 1.707 Std. Dev: .461 
5. Have you ever been tricked into a sexual act? 
9.7% Yes 
90.2% No 
Mean: 1.902 Std. Dev.: .300 
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6. Have you ever felt unable to say no to sexual advances 
because of the other person's status, size, 
relationship to you, and so forth? 
14.6% Yes 
85.4% No 
Mean: 1.854 Std. Dev.: .358 
7. Have you ever found yourself in sexual situations that 




Mean: 1.756 Std. Dev.: .435 
8. Have you ever felt "taken advantage of" sexual when you 
were under the influence of alcohol or drugs? 
7.4% Yes 
92.6% No 
Mean: 1.927 Std. Dev.: .264 
9. Have you ever had sex because you felt that saying no 
would not have made a difference? 
7.7% Yes 
92.3% No 
Mean: 1.923 Std. Dev.: .270 
10. Have you ever had sex because you felt it had "gone too 
far" to say no? 
5% Yes 
95% No 
Mean: 1.951 Std. Dev.: .218 
Table III 
Frequency Distributions 
Male Respondents Reported Sexual Activity 




Mean: 1.964 Std. Dev.: .189 
Have you ever attempted to force intercourse with 
someone who did not want to cooperate? 
7.2% Yes 
92.8% No 
Mean: 1.929 Std. Dev.: .262 
Have you ever had forced intercourse with someone will 
whom you were dating? 
14.3% Yes 
85.7% No 
Mean: 1.857 Std. Dev.: .356 
If so, how long had you been dating before this 
occurred 
3% 1 year 
1% 1 month 
3% 2 months 
1% 5 months 
Had you had intercourse before this occurance? 
14% Yes 
Have you ever touched someone sexually or forced 
someone to touch you sexually against their will? 
28.5% Yes 
71.4% No 
Mean: 1.714 Std. Dev.: .460 
Have you ever made use of your size, status, or 
relationship to obtain sex? 
14.3% Yes 
85.7% No 
Mean: 1.857 Std. Dev.: . 356 
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6. Have you ever continued to make sexual advances after 
your partner said no? 
39.3% Yes 
60.7% No 
Mean: 1.607 Std. Dev.: .497 
7. Have you ever given or encourage the use of drugs or 
alcohol to obtain sex? 
25% Yes 
75% No 
Mean: 1.750 Std. Dev.: .441 
8. Have you ever told someone that the foreplay had gone 
"too far" for you to be able to stop? 
35.7% Yes 
64.3% No 




Attitudes Towards Women and Rape 
1. A woman who goes to the home or apartment of a man on 
their first date implies that she is willing to have 
sex. 
1.4% Strongly Agree 
8.7% Agree 
37.7% Disagree 
50.7% Strongly Disagree 
1.4% No Answer 
Mean: 3.397 Std. Dev.: .715 
2. Any female can get raped. 
73.9% Strongly Agree 
21.7% Agree 
2.9% Disagree 
1.4% Strongly Disagree 
Mean: 1.319 Std. Dev.: .606 
3. One reason that women falsely report rapes is that 
they frequently have a need to call attention to 
themselves. 
4.3% Strongly Agree 
31.9% Agree 
42.0% Disagree 
18.8% Strongly Disagree 
2.9% No Answer 
Mean: 2.776 Std. Dev.: .813 
4. Any healthy woman can successfully resist a rapist if 
she really wants to. 
5.8% Strongly Agree 
14.5% Agree 
43.5% Disagree 
36.2% Strongly Disagree 
Mean: 3.101 Std. Dev.: . 860 
When women wear revealing clothing they are just asking 
for trouble. 
8.7% Strongly Agree 
15.9% Agree 
33.3% Disagree 
42.0% Strongly Disagree 
Mean: 3.087 Std. Dev.: .966 
In the majority of rape cases, the victim is 
promiscuous and has a reputation for having sex with 
multiple partners. 
2.9% Strongly Agree 
23.2% Agree 
40.6% Disagree 
30.4% Strongly Disagree 
Mean: 3.015 Std. Dev.: .826 
If a girl engages in necking or petting and she lets 
thing get out of hand, it is her own fault if her 
partner forces sex on her. 
2.9% Strongly Agree 
14.5% Agree 
31.9% Disagree 
50.7% Strongly Disagree 
Mean: 3.304 Std. Dev.: .828 
A woman who is "stuck-up", deserves to be taught a 
lesson by being raped. 
0.0% Strongly Agree 
2.9% Agree 
29.0% Disagree 
68.1% Strongly Disagree 
Mean: 3.652 Std. Dev.: .538 
A woman who thinks she is "too good" to talk to guys in 
passing, deserves to be taught a lesson by being raped. 
0.0% Strongly Agree 
4.3% Agree 
24.6% Disagree 
71.0% Strongly Disagree 
Mean: 3.667 Std. Dev.: .560 
Many woman have an unconscious 
4.3% Strongly Agree 
10.1% Agree 
30.4% Disagree 
52.2% Strongly Disagree 
2.9% No Answer 
Mean: 3.343 
wish to be raped. 
Std. Dev.: .845 
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11. Many women unconsciously set up a situation in which 
they are likely to be attacked. 
2.9% Strongly Agree 
31.9% Agree 
29.0% Disagree 
33.3% Strongly Disagree 
2.9% No Answer 
Mean: 2.955 Std. Dev.: .895 
12. If a woman gets drunk at a party and has intercourse 
with a man she just met, she should be considered "fair 
game" to other males at the party, whether she wants to 
or not. 
2.9% Strongly Agree 
21.7% Agree 
21.7% Disagree 
52.2% Strongly Disagree 
1.4% No Answer 
Mean: 3.250 Std. Dev.: .904 
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FINDINGS OF THE FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTIONS 
The findings from the frequency distributions 
demonstrated that one percent of the respondents were under 
the age of eighteen. Thirty-five percent were eighteen to 
nineteen. Thirty-eight percent were twenty to twenty one. 
Twenty six percent were over the age of twenty one. Sixty 
percent of the respondents were females and forty-one 
percent were males. Seventy-eight percent of the 
respondents were African American. Nineteen percent of the 
respondents were White. One percent of the respondents were 
Asian American. One percent of the respondents were Native 
American. 
Forty-two percent of the respondents reported that they 
mother's highest level of education was high school or GED. 
Four percent reported mother's having a vocational 
certificate. Fifteen percent reported having an associate 
degree. Twenty-nine percent reported that their mother's 
highest level of education is a college degree. Ten percent 
reported that their mother's highest level of education is 
grad/professional school. 
Forty percent reported that their father's highest 
level of education was high school or GED. Ten percent 
reported vocational certificate. Nine percent reported 
associate degree. Twenty-five percent reported that their 
father's highest level of education was college degree. 
Twelve percent reported that their father's highest level of 
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education was grad/professional school. Four percent of the 
respondents did not know their father's education level. 
While growing up sixty-five percent reported that their 
family structure included both biological parents. One 
percent reported that their family included father and 
stepmother. Seventeen percent reported that their family 
structure included their mother and stepfather. Three 
percent reported that their family included their biological 
father only. Twelve reported that their family included 
their biological mother only. One percent reported living 
with their grandmother. 
One percent stated that their parent's annual income 
was less that $10,000. Ten percent stated that their 
parent's annual income was $10,000 to $19,000. Thirty-eight 
percent stated that their parent's annual income was $20,000 
to $39,000. Thirty percent stated that their parent's 
annual income was $40,000 to 59,000. Sixteen percent stated 
that their parent's annual income was over $60,000. Four 
percent stated that they did not know their parent's annual 
income. 
Thirty-six percent grew up in an urban or inner city 
area. Forty-five percent grew up in a suburban area. 
Eleven percent grew up in a rural area. Four percent of the 
respondents had no religious affiliation. Thirteen percent 
are Catholics. Sixty-five percent are Baptists. Seven 
percent are Methodist. Ten percent reported other religious 
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affiliation. 
Forty-five percent are full-time students. Forty-four 
percent are full-time students and is employed part-time. 
Seven percent are full-time students and employed full-time. 
One percent reported being a part-time student. One percent 
reported being a part-time student and employed full-time. 
One percent reported being a part-time student and employed 
part-time. 
Fifteen respondents reported not dating at the present 
time. Thirty-three percent reported that they were casually 
dating. Forty percent reported that they were dating one 
person. Six percent stated that they were engaged. Six 
percent stated that they were married. Thirty percent 
reported that on a first date they usually pay all the cost. 
Twenty-three percent reported that on a first date that 
usually go dutch. Forty-six percent reported that they 
expect the other person to pay all of the cost. 
From the forty-one female respondents, seventeen 
percent had been raped or sexually assaulted. Thirty-two 
percent stated that someone had unsuccessfully sexually 
assaulted them. Fifteen percent stated that they had been 
raped by someone they were dating. They had know this 
acquaintance for a few months. Out of the fifteen percent, 
only two percent prosecuted. Thirty percent stated that 
someone touched them sexually or forced them to touched them 
sexually against their will. Ten percent had been tricked 
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into a sexual act. Fifteen percent felt unable to say no to 
sexual advances because of the other person's status, and 
size. Twenty-four percent reported that they found 
themselves in a sexual situations that they were 
uncomfortable with but sure if it was a sexual assault. 
Seven percent had sex because that felt that saying no would 
not have made a difference. Five percent had sex because 
they felt it had gone too far to say no. 
From the twenty-eight male respondents, four percent 
reported having intercourse with someone against their will. 
Seven percent had attempted to force intercourse with 
someone who did not want to cooperate. Fourteen percent 
stated that they attempted to force intercourse with someone 
they were dating. One respondent had been dating their 
victim for one year. The other three respondents had been 
dating their victims for one month to five months. All of 
them had had sex before this incident occurred. Twenty-nine 
percent had touched someone sexually or forced someone to 
touch them sexually against their will. Fourteen percent 
used their size, status, or relationship to obtain sex. 
Thirty-nine percent stated that they continued to make 
sexual advances after the partner said no. Twenty-five 
percent stated that they have given or encourage the use of 
drugs or alcohol to obtain sex. Thirty-five percent 
reported having had foreplay gone too far to stop. 
43 
Percent Distribution Findings 
The findings from the frequency distributions demonstrated 
that one percent of the respondents strongly agreed that a 
women who goes to the home or apartment of a man on their 
first date implies that she is willing to have sex. Nine 
percent of the students agreed that a women who goes to the 
home or apartment of a man on their first date implies that 
she is willing to have sex. Thirty-eight percent of the 
students disagreed that a women who goes to the home or 
apartment of a man on their first date implies that she is 
willing to have sex. Fifty percent of the students strongly 
disagreed that a woman who goes to the home or apartment of 
a man on their first date implies that she is willing to 
have sex. One percent did not answer the question. 
Seventy-four percent of the college students strongly 
agreed that any female can get raped. Twenty-two percent of 
the college students agreed that any female can get raped. 
Three percent disagreed that any female can get raped. One 
percent strongly disagreed that any female can get raped. 
Four percent of the college students strongly agreed 
that one reason that women falsely report rapes is that they 
frequently have a need to call attention to themselves. 
Thirty-two percent of the college students agreed that one 
reason that women falsely report rapes is that they 
frequently have a need to call attention to themselves. 
Forty-two percent of the college students disagreed that one 
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reason that women falsely report rapes is that they 
frequently have a need to call attention to themselves. 
Nineteen percent of the college students strongly disagreed 
that one reason that women falsely report rapes is that they 
frequently have a need to call attention to themselves. 
Three percent did not answer the question. 
Six percent of the respondents strongly agreed that any 
woman can successfully resist a rapist if she really wants 
to. Fifteen percent of the respondents agreed that any 
woman can successfully resist a rapist if she really wants 
to. Forty-three percent of the respondents disagreed that 
any woman can successfully resist a rapist if she really 
wants to. Thirty-six percent of the respondents strongly 
disagreed that any woman can successfully resist a rapist if 
she really wants to. 
Nine percent of the respondents strongly agreed that 
when women wear revealing clothing they are just asking for 
trouble. Sixteen percent of the respondents agreed that 
when women wear revealing clothing they are just asking for 
trouble. Thirty-three percent of the respondents disagreed 
that when women wear revealing clothing they are just asking 
for trouble. Forty-two percent of the respondents strongly 
disagreed that when women wear revealing clothing they are 
just asking for trouble. 
Three percent of the respondents strongly agreed that 
in the majority of rape cases, the victim is promiscuous and 
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has a reputation for having sex with multiple partners. 
Twenty-three percent of the respondents agreed that in the 
majority of rape cases, the victim is promiscuous and has a 
reputation for having sex with multiple partners. Forty-one 
percent of the respondents disagreed that in the majority of 
rape cases, the victim is promiscuous and has a reputation 
for having sex with multiple partners. Thirty percent of 
the respondents strongly disagreed that in the majority of 
rape cases, the victim is promiscuous and has a reputation 
for having sex with multiple partners. 
Three percent of the respondents strongly agreed that 
if a girl engages in necking or petting and she lets thing 
get out of hand, it is her own fault if her partner forces 
sex on her. Fifteen percent of the respondents agreed that 
if a girl engages in necking or petting and she lets thing 
get out of hand, it is her own fault if her partner forces 
sex on her. Thirty-two percent of the respondents disagreed 
that if a girl engages in necking or petting and she lets 
thing get out of hand, it is her own fault if her partner 
forces sex on her. Fifty-one percent of the respondents 
strongly disagreed that if a girl engages in necking or 
petting and she lets thing get out of hand, it is her own 
fault if her partner forces sex on her. 
Three percent of the respondents agreed that a woman 
who thinks she is too good to talk to guys in passing, 
deserves to be taught a lesson by being raped. Twenty-nine 
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percent of the respondents disagreed that a woman who thinks 
she is too good to talk to guys in passing, deserves to be 
taught a lesson by being raped. Seventy-one percent of the 
respondents strongly disagreed that a woman who thinks she 
is too good to talk to guys in passing, deserves to be 
taught a lesson by being raped. 
Four percent of the respondents strongly agreed that 
many woman have an unconscious wish to be raped. Ten 
percent of the respondents agreed that many woman have an 
unconscious wish to be raped. Thirty percent of the 
respondents disagreed that many woman have an unconscious 
wish to be raped. Fifty-two percent of the respondents 
strongly disagreed that many woman have an unconscious wish 
to be raped. Three percent of the respondents did not 
answer. 
Three percent of the respondents strongly agreed that 
many women unconsciously set up a situation in which they 
are likely to be attacked. Thirty-two percent of the 
respondents agreed that many women unconsciously set up a 
situation in which they are likely to be attacked. Twenty- 
nine percent of the respondents disagreed that many women 
unconsciously set up a situation in which they are likely to 
be attacked. Thirty-three percent of the respondents 
strongly disagreed that many women unconsciously set up a 
situation in which they are likely to be attacked. Three 
percent of the respondents did not answer. 
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Three percent of the respondents strongly agrees that 
if a woman gets drunk at a party and has intercourse with a 
man she just met, she should be considered "fair game" to 
other males at the party, whether she want to or not. 
Twenty-two percent of the respondents agrees that if a woman 
gets drunk at a party and has intercourse with a man she 
just met, she should be considered "fair game" to other 
males at the party, whether she want to or not. Twenty-two 
percent of the respondents disagrees that if a woman gets 
drunk at a party and has intercourse with a man she just 
met, she should be considered "fair game" to other males at 
the party, whether she want to or not. Fifty-two percent of 
the respondents strongly disagrees that if a woman gets 
drunk at a party and has intercourse with a man she just 
met, she should be considered "fair game" to other males at 
the party, whether she want to or not. One percent of the 
respondents did not answer. 
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TABLE V 
Bivariate Analysis of the Dependent and Independent 
Variables 
Variable : 
Attitude toward rape and women T-Test value 
1. A woman who goes to the home or 
apartment of a man on their first 
date implies that she is willing 
to have sex. 
4.74 
2 . Any female can get raped. -1.34* 
3 . One reason that women falsely report 
rapes is that they freguently have 
a need to call attention to themselves. 
1.82* 
4 . Any healthy woman can successfully 
resist a rapist if she really wants to. 
4.46 
5. When women wear revealing clothing 
they are just asking for trouble. 
4.56 
6 . In the majority of rape cases, the 
victim is promiscuous and has a 
reputation for having sex with 
multiple partners. 
3.02 
7 . If a girl engages in necking or 
petting and she lets thing get 
out of hand, it is her own fault 
if her partner forces sex on her. 
4.96 
8 . A woman who is "stuck-up", deserves 
to be taught a lesson by being raped. 
5.89 
9 . A woman who thinks she is "too good" 
to talk to guys in passing, deserves 
to be taught a lesson by being raped. 
5.09 
10 . Many woman have an unconscious wish 
to be raped. 
3.65 
p < .05 
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"Table Ill-Continued" 
Bivariate Analysis of the Dependent and Independent 
Variables 
Variable : 
Attitude toward rape and women T-Test value 
11. Many women unconsciously set up a 1.88* 
situation in which they are likely 
to be attacked. 
12. If a woman gets drunk at a party and 3.33 
has intercourse with a man she just met, 
she should be considered "fair game" 
to other males at the party, whether 
she wants to or not. 
p < .05 
Findings of the Bivariate Analysis 
The findings of the bivariate analysis demonstrated 
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that there is a significant different between the means of 
these two groups in the variables any female can get raped; 
One reason that women falsely report rapes is that they 
frequently have a need to call attention to themselves; and 
Many women unconsciously set up a situation in which they 
are likely to be attacked. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Discussion of the Findings 
The purpose of this study was to determine if there 
were any significant differences between the genders and 
their attitudes towards date rape. The study suggests that 
there was a significant difference between group I and group 
II on three of the variables. The variables were as 
follows: 1) Any female can get raped; 2) One reason that 
women falsely report rapes is that they freguently have a 
need to call attention to themselves; 3) And many women 
unconsciously set up a situation in which they are likely to 
be attacked. 
Limitations of the Study 
The major limitation in this study is that the findings 
were not representative of the entire population. This 
study was limited to college students from two campuses. 
They are Alabama State University in Montgomery, Alabama and 
Kennesaw State College in Marietta, Georgia. There were 69 
respondents in all. The questionnaire had not been tested 
for validity and reliability. It is not certain that the 
respondents were being honest and consistent in filling out 
the questionnaire. This study did not take the 
aforementioned into consideration. Future researchers 
should take these items into consideration before testing 




Research on date rape has been geared towards 
increasing society's knowledge on how date rape affects the 
white middle class. From this, an assumption can be made 
that researchers are only interested in what happens to the 
white middle class. One can assume that researchers believe 
that sexual aggression is typical of nonwhite cultures, 
therefore there is not a need to research its prevalence 
within African American society. 
Several studies have clearly established the influence 
that the family of origin has on domestic and courtship 
relationships. However, research has not determined if age, 
social class, community socialization, community income and 
employment trend of the community correlated with dating 
violence and sexual aggression. Research has also yet to 
draw a correlation between the influence that culture has on 
the perception of date rape. 
The traditional responses to a report of date rape have 
been to increase the lighting around campus and to offer 
escort services. While these responses are needed they are 
not necessary or appropriate responses to the problem of 
date rape. These official responses are more typical for 
stranger rape cases. 
Many colleges have established programs to prevent and 
educate students about sexual assault. Most of these 
programs do not have evaluation procedures to determine if 
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they are beneficial. These programs need to target the 
freshman class of students. The women's program should 
include information on the risks of alcohol use at 
fraternity and other off-campus parties. Women should be 
advised not to place themselves in risky situations. The 
ability to trust is a unique personality trait, however, 
women need education on developing trust. Just because a 
man is present at a college function or is enrolled at the 
institution does not mean that he is not capable of 
committing date rape. These programs and information is 




INFORMED CONSENT FORM 
Dear participants, 
I am a graduate student at Clark-Atlanta University 
School of Social Work. In order to meet the requirements 
for my degree I must write a thesis. I am conducting a 
Descriptive Study on the Prevalence and Attitudes of Date 
Rape on College Campuses. I would like for you to fill out 
this questionnaire in order for me to gather data. 
Participation in this survey is strictly voluntary and 
no names will be attached to the questionnaire. I would 
appreciate your cooperation and participation in this study. 
With Appreciation, 
Sonni A. Herrington 




SECTION I—DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 
Directions : Please check the appropriate space under each 
question which best describe you. 
1. Age   under 18 
 18-19 
  20-21 
 over 21 
2. Gender  female 
  male 
3. Race/Ethnicity 
  African American 
  Asian American 
  Native American 
 White 
  Other  
4. Parent's level of education 
Mother Father 
    High School/GED 
 Vocational Certificate 
    Associate Degree 
 College Degree (4-years) 
    Grad/Professional School 
5. While growing up, my family structure included: 
  Both biological parents 
 Father and Stepmother 
  Mother and Stepfather 
 Biological Father only 
  Biological Mother only 
 Other  
56 
6. Parent's annual income: 
  less than $10,000 
 $10,000-19,000 
  $20,000-39,000 
 $40,000-59,000 
  $60,000+ 
7. I grew up in an: 
 Urban area/inner City 
  Suburban Area 
_____ Rural Area 
  Other  
I have additional, 
  sister(s) 
  1 
  2 
  3 
  4 
  5 
more than 5 
9. Religious Affiliation 
  None 
 Catholic 
  Baptist 
 Methodist 
  Other  
8. Please check all that apply. 
  brother(s)   
 1   
  2   
 3   
  4  
 5   
  more than 5 
10. Which of the following best describes your current 
academic/employment status? 
  Full-time student 
 Full-time student and part-time employment 
  Full-time student and full-time employment 
 Part-time student 
  Part-time student and full-time employment 
 Part-time student and part-time employment 
11. Which of the following best describes your current 
dating status? 
  Not dating 
 Casually dating 
  Dating one person 
 Engaged 
  Married 
 Other  
12. On your first date do you usually 
 Pay all 
  Go dutch 
 Expect the other person to pay all 
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13. Relationship of the most influential male figure in 
your life 
  Biological father 
 Stepfather 
  Guardian 
 Cousin 
  Other  
14. Was this relationship 
 positive  negative 
15. Relationship of the most influential female figure in 
your life 
  Biological mother 
 Stepmother 
  Guardian 
 Cousin 
  Other  
16. Was this relationship 
 positive  negative 
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SECTION II (Females Only) 
Please answer each question by circling the response which 
best identifies your response to each question. 
1. Have you ever been raped or sexually assaulted? 
Yes No 
2. Has anyone ever attempted unsuccessfully to sexually 
assault you? 
Yes No 
3. Have you ever felt that you were raped by someone you 
were dating. 
Yes No 
If so, how long had you been dating before this 
occurred 
 years  months 
4. Had you had sex before this occurance? 
Yes No 
5. Did you prosecute? 
Yes No 
6. Has anyone ever touched you sexually or forced you to 
touch them sexually against your will? 
Yes No 
7. Have you ever been tricked into a sexual act? 
Yes No 
8. Have you ever felt unable to say no to sexual advances 
because of the other person's status, size, 
relationship to you, and so forth? 
Yes No 
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9. Have you ever found yourself in sexual situations that 
you were uncomfortable with but not sure if it was a 
sexual assault? 
Yes No 
10. Have you ever felt "taken advantage of" sexual when you 
were under the influence of alcohol or drugs? 
Yes No 
11. Have you ever had sex because you felt that saying no 
would not have made a difference? 
Yes No 
12. Have you ever had sex because you felt it had "gone too 
far" to say no? 
Yes No 
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SECTION II (Males Only) 
Please answer each question by circling the response which 
best identifies your response to each question. 
1. Have you ever had intercourse with someone against 
their will? 
Yes No 
2. Have you ever attempted to force intercourse with 
someone who did not want to cooperate? 
Yes No 
3. Have you ever had forced intercourse with someone will 
whom you were dating? 
Yes No 
If so, how long had you been dating before this 
occurred 
 years  months 
4. Had you had intercourse before this occurance? 
Yes No 
5. Have you ever touched someone sexually or forced 
someone to touch you sexually against their will? 
Yes No 
5. Have you ever made use of your size, status, or 
relationship to obtain sex? 
Yes No 
6. Have you ever continued to make sexual advances after 
your partner said no? 
Yes No 
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7. Have you ever given or encourage the use of drugs or 
alcohol to obtain sex? 
Yes No 
8. Have you ever told someone that the foreplay had gone 




Please circle one response to each of the items. Choose 
either "Strongly Agree" (SA), "Agree" (A), "Disagree" (D), 
or "Strongly Disagree" (SD). 
1. A woman who goes to the home or apartment of a man on 
their first date implies that she is willing to have 
sex. 
SA A D SD 
2. Any female can get raped. 
SA A D SD 
3. One reason that women falsely report rapes is that 
they freguently have a need to call attention to 
themselves. 
SA A D SD 
4. Any healthy woman can successfully resist a rapist if 
she really wants to. 
SA A D SD 
5. When women wear revealing clothing they are just asking 
for trouble. 
SA A D SD 
6. In the majority of rape cases, the victim is 
promiscuous and has a reputation for having sex with 
multiple partners. 
SA A D SD 
7. If a girl engages in necking or petting and she lets 
thing get out of hand, it is her own fault if her 
partner forces sex on her. 
SA A D SD 
8. A woman who is "stuck-up", deserves to be taught a 
lesson by being raped. 
SA A D SD 
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9. A woman who thinks she is "too good" to talk to guys in 
passing, deserves to be taught a lesson by being raped. 
SA A D SD 
10. Many woman have an unconscious wish to be raped. 
SA A D SD 
11. Many women unconsciously set up a situation in which 
they are likely to be attacked. 
SA A D SD 
12. If a woman gets drunk at a party and has intercourse 
with a man she just met, she should be considered "fair 
game" to other males at the party, whether she wants to 
or not. 
SA A D SD 
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